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Clay County man charged
with double homicide following
deadly shooting in Ivydale

A Clay County man has been charged
with two counts of first-degree murder
following a shooting that claimed the
lives of a woman and man earlier this
week in Ivydale, according to a criminal
complaint filed in Clay County Magis-
trate Court.

Michael Wayne Adkins, 58, of Duck,
was formally charged last Thursday in
connection with the fatal shootings of
Brenda Lee Dennis and Richard Bishop,
who were found dead Tuesday night in-
side Dennis’s residence on Big Otter
Highway.

According to the complaint, officers
were alerted to the scene by Robert Dan-
iel Dennis, who discovered the bodies
of Brenda Dennis and Richard Bishop
inside the home. Responding officers
found both victims with gunshot wounds.
Dennis suffered a single gunshot wound
to the chest, while Bishop had been shot
three times—in the chest, back, and head.

Spent 9mm shell casings were recov-
ered at the scene, and the area was se-
cured as a crime scene investigation be-
gan. Wiseman transported Adkins to the
West Virginia State Police Clay Detach-
ment for questioning later that day.

During a recorded interview, Adkins
allegedly confessed to the killings, stat-

ing that an argument with Dennis pre-
ceded the fatal encounter. Adkins told
investigators that Bishop had threatened
him before he opened fire with a 9mm
pistol. He reportedly admitted to shoot-
ing Bishop three times and Dennis once.

Robert Dennis, in a statement made
to police, said that Brenda Dennis and
Richard Bishop were dating, but that Mi-
chael Adkins was also “as Ms. Dennis’s
residence nearly every day” and “that Mr.
Bishop and Mr. Adkins did not get along,
and that Mr. Adkins was obsessed with
Ms. Dennis.”

Adkins allegedly stated during his in-
terview with police that he had known
Brenda Dennis for approximately three
years, and “he had taken her anywhere he
wanted to go and did anything she asked.
Mr. Adkins advised that he was tired of
being used by her.”

The murder weapon—a Sig Sauer
P250 handgun—was later recovered
buried beneath an outbuilding at another
home. Investigators say Adkins led them
to the location after giving consent for a
search.

Adkins remains in custody without
bond pending further proceedings. The
case is being investigated by the West
Virginia State Police.

Rail Explorers opens
for 2025 season

The 2025 season for Rail Explorers —
Elk River Division will begin Saturday,
April 19 and will run through November
10, for their second season and a mile-
stone tenth season for the company. Since
opening June 6, 2024, Rail Explorers
hosted 15,932 riders in their partial inau-
gural season. With more tours and addi-
tional days of operation, the nation’s lead-
ing railbike company is expecting more
than 25,000 guests to flock to Clay Coun-
ty to make their own memories on the old
Buffalo Creek & Gauley rails. “Before
Rail Explorers opened Clay County had
three jobs in the tourism industry and I
am proud to say that we will have nearly
ten times that on staff this season,” said
Division Manager Trey Corwell. “It is an

honor to be a part of such a major push
for tourism in our community and share
the success and economic impact with
our local businesses.”

A tour with Rail Explorers — Elk River
travels the 12.5-mile roundtrip alongside
beautiful views of Buffalo Creek, rock
formations, and countless wildlife spot-
ting opportunities, not to mention the
Devil’s Sawmill waterfall, listed on the
West Virginia Waterfall Trail! The tour
is approximately two hours long and
can be traversed on a four-seat Quad or
two-seat Tandem railbike. Each railbike
is equipped with their patented “REX
Propulsion System” motor assist, which
propels the railbikes along the rails for a
thrilling family adventure. The accom-

RAIL EXPLORERS cont. on page 8

Poll: Americans concerned about bird
Tu efects on wallets over health

By Nadia Ramlagan

West Virginians are more concerned
about bird flu's effect on grocery costs
rather than health implications, and Re-
publican voters are more likely to dis-
trust Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention information about the virus,
according to a new poll from the health
policy research and news organization
KFF.

Nearly nine in 10 adults across par-
ties, race and ethnicity, and household
income levels are "very" or "somewhat"
concerned bird flu will increase the cost
of food in the U.S.

Audrey Kearney, senior survey ana-
lyst for KFF, said rising economic pres-
sure has households more worried about
paying for housing, gas, transportation
and everyday expenses.

"We found that only half of the pub-
lic said that they are really hearing a lot
about bird flu on a day-to-day basis,"
Kearney reported. "It might not be reso-
nating in the way of health but it defi-
nitely is resonating in when they go gro-
cery shopping."

Since 2022, officials have identified

just two backyard flocks, around 260
birds, in the state affected by the virus.
Earlier this year, the West Virginia De-
partment of Agriculture issued a suspen-
sion on all poultry exhibitions and sales
statewide, calling the move a precau-
tionary measure.

Kearney added one of the biggest
takeaways from the data is Americans
now have different levels of trust be-
tween community experts they are inter-
acting with on a daily basis, and major
institutions.

"Messages from people's doctors
are going to be the most well received
and probably the most effective on that
front," Kearney explained.

Currently, the CDC recommends peo-
ple avoid close contact with sick animals
and avoid unpasteurized milk products
as precautions against bird flu, while
eggs purchased from grocery stores are
considered safe.

Since April 2024, 70 human cases of
bird flu have been reported in the U.S.
Of those, 41 cases were associated with
exposure to sick dairy cows and 26 were
associated with exposure to poultry.

Wast Virgesa Legisiatim. Pholo by Parry Bannett

WYV Legislative Photography by Perry Bennett

This week in the House
of Delegates

For the week ending April 4, 2025

Members of the House of Delegates
began the process of completing a bal-
anced state for the next state Fiscal Year,
which begins July 1, 2025.

The House passed its budget bill, House
Bill 2026, by a vote of 80 to 17 with three
Delegates absent Friday afternoon. The
total General Revenue budget in the bill
is $5,113,274, 982 with an expected Gen-
eral Revenue surplus of $128,750,000 re-
served for what is commonly referred to
as the “back of the budget.”

The House Finance Committee built
the budget using the Fiscal Year 2025
budget as its starting point and guide.
The bill used long-standing vacancies in
many agencies to effectuate a small 2%
savings as well as roughly $300,000 sav-
ings in salaries as a result of department
mergers. House Bill 2026 increased the
employer share to PEIA for all agencies
by about $40 million. The House budget
put back the broad 10% cut made to the
Department of Human Services last year,
as well as an increase to the Department’s
line items based on its requests for a total
of about $90 million. The Department of
Health’s Birth to Three program sees an
increase of $7 million and the Division
of Corrections receives a $30 million in-
crease over the previous year’s budget
in House Bill 2026. Another increase
from the previous budget included in this
year’s budget bill is $5 million going to
appointed counsel as well as a new $1.8

million to court-appointed special advo-
cates. The measure now goes to the Sen-
ate for debate.

The House passed Senate Bill 458, the
Universal Professional and Occupational
Licensing Act of 2025, by unanimous
vote Monday. The measure would re-
quire the board of any profession regulat-
ed under W.Va. Code Chapter 30, which
includes dentists, funeral directors, prac-
tical nurses, accountants, architects, for-
esters and physical therapists, to issue
an occupational license to a resident of
the state who is licensed in at least one
other state in the same discipline and
who meets several requirements for good
standing. The bill currently is with Gov.
Morrisey for action.

House Bill 2002, Establishing the
One-Stop Shop Permitting Process, also
passed the full House Monday by unani-
mous vote. It has gone to the Senate for
debate and would streamline the state’s
permitting processes while making them
more accessible through a public dash-
board. All 100 Delegates voted Tuesday
to send House Bill 2152, the Prompt Pay-
ment Act of 2025, to the Senate for delib-
eration. It would require state agencies to
pay legitimate and uncontested invoices
within 45 days of receipt and late pay-
ments would be reported to the State Au-
ditor, who would be required to publish
and online list of noncompliant agencies.

The 60-day, regular legislative session
ends at midnight April 12.

Mustang track competes at
Walton Tiger Invitational
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Tilyr Bird wins the 100 meter hurdles. By Allen Hamrick

See story on Page 10
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REGIONAL JAIL MUGSHOTS

BRAXTON COUNTY

Chelsea R. Adkins
Booked 4/6/25
Unsafe and improperly
equipped vehicles, driving
revoked for DUI

Patrick Lee Butler IT
Booked 4/1/25
Domestic assault third

Y .
James Denver Criner Shellie Renee Hess
Booked 4/5/25 Booked 4/3/25
Bailpiece Obstructing an officer

NICHOLAS COUNTY

£ R o' . o B A
Raymond Anthony Denuzzo Michael Allen Friend
Booked 4/2/25 Booked 4/6/25
Probation violation Possession less than 15
grams
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Amber Dawn Rogers
Booked 4/6/25
Capias, possession of a con-
trolled substance, trespassing
asked to leave

Jack Benny Price II
Booked 4/2/25
Overtaking a passing school
bus, family court capias

Mackenzie Jo Wimer
Booked 4/1/25
Home confinement violation

Paul Lee Johnson
Booked 4/4/25
Possession of controlled
substance, trespassing asked
to leave

CLAY COUNTY

i

Michael Wayne Adkins
Booked 4/4/25
First degree murder

Zaki Ivan Inthavongsay
Booked 4/3/25
Destruction of property, as-
sault, battery, trespassing

CLAY COUNTY

Russell Swatz Schoolcraft
Booked 4/1/25
Domestic battery

son Long
Booked 4/5/25
Domestic battery

Edsel Ray Westfall Jr.
Booked 4/5/25
Driving revoked for DU, no in-

surance, no proof of registration

Social Security Provides Update about its Death Record

Social Security announced last week that more than three
million deaths are reported to the Social Security Adminis-
tration each year and explains that the agency’s records are
highly accurate. Of these millions of death reports received
each year, less than one-third of 1 percent are erroneously
reported deaths that need to be corrected.

Deaths are reported to Social Security primarily from
the States, but also from other sources, including family
members, funeral homes, Federal agencies, and financial
institutions. In a 2008 audit report, the IG noted that “SSA
receives most death reports from funeral homes or friends/
relatives of the deceased. SSA considers such first party
death reports to be verified and immediately posts them to
the Death Master File.”

Instances when a person is erroneously reported as de-

ceased to Social Security can be devasting to the individ-
ual, spouse, and dependent children. Benefits are stopped
in the short term which can cause financial hardship until
fixed and benefits restored, and the process to prove an er-
roneous death will always seem too long and challenging.

If a person suspects that they have been incorrectly listed
as deceased on their Social Security record, they should
contact their local Social Security office as soon as pos-
sible. They can locate their nearest Social Security office
at www.ssa.gov/agency/contact/. They should be prepared
to bring at least one piece of current (not expired) original
form of identification. Social Security takes immediate ac-
tion to correct its records and the agency can provide a let-
ter that the error has been corrected that can be shared with
other organizations, agencies, and employers.

A Month for Pipeline Awareness

By PSC Chair Charlotte Lane

With the weather getting warmer, I’m sure many of
us are ready to begin spring gardening and home reno-
vation plans. As April kicks off, Safe Digging Month
begins. That’s why it’s important to recognize gas
pipeline safety and reflect on the critical need for safe
excavation practices.

Here at the Public Service Commission, we have
our own team of safe digging experts within the Gas
Pipeline Safety Division. Our dedicated people closely
monitor construction sites across West Virginia to en-
sure safe digging practices are followed, and they dili-
gently review records from natural gas utility compa-
nies, and other gas and hazardous liquid gathering and
transmission pipelines. They play a vital role in ensur-
ing these companies adhere to all safety rules and regu-
lations regarding natural gas and hazardous liquids.

Our Gas Pipeline Safety Division oversees approxi-
mately 17,500 miles of pipeline throughout the state.
This responsibility includes regulating all aspects of
pipeline safety, from the initial design phase to opera-
tions and maintenance and ultimately abandonment.
The Division's work ensures that pipeline personnel
follow federal pipeline and state safety regulations and
that pipelines remain safe and reliable.

The Gas Pipeline Safety staff is trained directly by
the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Adminis-
tration (PHMSA), ensuring the members are up to date
with the latest federal standards. Many of the team also
have hands-on field experience, giving them a unique

perspective and understanding of pipeline safety on the
ground.

While you may not have your own gas pipeline safe-
ty team at home, you can still do your part by always
calling 811 before you dig. This simple action is one
of the most effective ways to prevent accidental dam-
age to gas pipelines and other underground utilities
such as water, sewer, or communications.

The free 811 call connects you with an operator who
will contact the appropriate underground facility, who
will then send a worker to locate and mark the location
of any underground facilities in your area. You can also
submit an 811 notification online. Remember that this
notification needs to be done at least two working days
prior to digging.

Gas pipelines can be difficult to detect, and even a
small mistake, like striking a pipeline while digging,
can lead to service outages, dangerous gas leaks, fires,
or, in some cases, explosions.

Remember, calling 811 isn’t just for contractors or
large construction projects; it’s free and essential for
any digging task, big or small! Even simple activities
like planting a tree or installing a mailbox can unin-
tentionally damage underground pipelines if you're not
careful.

Safe Digging Month is a reminder for all of us to do
our part. That’s why the Public Service Commission
urges you to take this important step to protect West
Virginia’s underground facilities and ensure the safety
of everyone in our communities.
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It is with heavy hearts, we announce the passing of our beloved
and very special sister, Debra “Debbie” Summers of Roanoke,
VA on March 31, 2025 at Carrington Place at Botetourt,
Daleville, Va.

She was born on November 9, 1965 to the late Larry Hypes and
Shirley Pritt. Debbie touched the hearts of so many who knew
her; she will be deeply missed. She is survived by her step-
father, Clarence Sizemore of Summersville, WV; 3 siblings:
Lorna Colquhoun, married to Jeffrey Colquhoun of Roanoke,
VA; Jennifer Coleman, married to Joe Coleman of Clay, WV;
and Jerry Hypes, married to Carolina Hypes of Jacksonville, FL,
2 nieces: Amber Hypes of Jacksonville Florida, Krista Hypes of
Celina, TX; 4 nephews: Seth Truman of Lizemores, WV, Chase
Truman of Roanoke VA, Austin and Erian Hypes of Jacksonville
Florida; 4 aunts- Phyllis Radar of Lizemores, WV; Bonnie Radar
of Summersville, WV; Annette Foster of Bentree, WV and
Tonia Wayne of Charleston, WV; 9 cousins - Rebecca Deitz of
Fort Knox, KY, Phil Nichols of Dixie, WV; Mike Nichols of Las
Vegas, NV; Byron McGraw of Jacksonville, SC; Stephanie
|_ A .|. 7 —— McGraw of Summersville, WV; Crystal Wayne and Josh Wayne

pﬂbﬂﬂ/ bebw SWV\WA’ of Charleston, WV; Jonathan Forster of Bentree, WV; Melissa
S Young of Clay, WV.
A memorial will be held at a later date.
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Crying in the
middle of the road

By Joe Mazzella

I was a young boy sitting in the middle of the road,
crying. My head was hurting so bad I could hardly
stand it. [ felt dizzy. Blood was streaming down my
face. Just ten minutes earlier I had been having the
time of my life, riding my bicycle down the deserted
roads of the empty 4-H camp near my home. It was
only used during the summer months and during the
rest of the year it was my own personal playground.

This day I had decided that instead of riding my
bike on the paved roads I would try the one grav-
eled road the camp had. It was a bumpy ride but I
was still going pretty fast when my bike’s front tire
struck a rock jutting out of the road. In that second
the bike flipped and I went over the handlebars head
first into the gravel. This was the years before bike
helmets too, so my skull took the full impact. I got
up bleeding and hurting and tried to walk home. But
as [ was getting close I felt so tired and dizzy that I
had to sit down and just cry. I am not sure how long
I sat there crying but suddenly I felt an urging deep
inside of me and yet outside of me as well. It was
pushing me to get up and keep walking so I strug-
gled to my feet and walked unsteadily on. I don’t
remember much after that. I remember my Mom see-
ing me and screaming for my Dad to come outside. |
remember riding in the car to the hospital. | remem-
ber returning home with a head full of stitches. I still
don’t know what forced me to get up that last time,
though. Was it God, an angel, my own soul? I just
know someone didn’t want me to die that day.

It has been 50 years since then and I’ve done a lot
of living, a lot of loving, and some good in this life. |
know one day too I will leave this world for the next
but I’'ll leave the date up to God. Richard Bach said,
“Here’s the test to find out whether your mission on
Earth is finished: If you’re alive, it isn’t.” May you
cherish each day here then and live them all with
Love and Joy.

Home Country

By Slim Randles

There’s something so satisfying about getting out
of bed when the world is still dark and quiet and rest-
ing. Making the coffee gives us time to scratch and
think. Well, scratch, anyway. Most of that thinking
will start after about the third cup of coffee.

But it’s a quiet time. A private time. When the
world is dark, and there isn’t yet a hint of pink over
the eastern mountains, it’s very good. We can relax.
No one is expecting anything from us right now. Our
guilt can take some time off, and we can listen to mu-
sic or work a crossword puzzle or turn on the TV and
watch the weather guy discuss millibars and troughs.

Soon enough, we’ll have to be out there living for
others: our bosses, our customers, our animals, our
fields. But right now no one needs us except the dog,
and she does well on kibbles and an ear rumple.

We can look out the window at the eastern glow
and wonder what will happen in the hours until our
world turns dark again. People will be born and peo-
ple will die. People will win honors and people will
go to jail. People will create things today that live
past them and people will disappear forever. Some
people will write about these things and other people
will read about these things.

And then the world will go dark on us again and
we’ll think about what happened in our tiny portion
of this huge moving amalgam and hopefully we’ll
sleep easily tonight. Then, when we arise tomorrow
and head for the coffee pot, we can think about what
happened today, and how it has made us slightly dif-
ferent for taking on the next tomorrow.

Come to us, Daylight. Bring us the new day. But
do it gently, please, and slowly enough for one more
cup.

*hk
Brought to you by the novella Whimsy Castle.
Love comes in all forms. At bookstores now.
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Sir Procrastinate-A-Lot Rules My Day

Dr. James L. Snyder

I must admit that I procrastinate a lot. The biggest
example is when I get up in the morning. I wait until the
very last minute to get up. My goal is to get up before
lunch.

This is the primary difference between me and The
Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage. She couldn't pro-
crastinate even if I gave her a thousand dollars. Of
course, | would procrastinate in giving over that thou-
sand dollars because that's how I operate.

My "to-do list" is put together with this understand-
ing; I put things on this list that I know will be affected
by my procrastination. If [ want to get three things done
in one day, I have to make a list of 25 things to do.

That may not make sense to some people, but if you
have that procrastination virus, it does. It is not how
much I can do in a day but how much I actually do.

Unfortunately, The Gracious Mistress of the Parson-
age has not learned this about me. As long as we have
been together which is something like 54 years, she
doesn't get the notion that I'm a procrastinator. I'm not
even sure if she knows what that means, and I'm not
going to be the one to tell her. At least, I won’t tell her
today. Maybe tomorrow.

She believes that when she gives me a list of 45
things to do, I will jump up and finish them as soon as
possible. But as a high-level procrastinator, that's not
how it works.

When I get a list from her, it takes me all morning to
read it.

Usually, at lunchtime, The Gracious Mistress of the
Parsonage will say, "Well, did you get the list done yet?"

I will look at her with a blank look on my face and
say, "What list?"

With a bit of growling in her voice, she responds,
"You know, the list I gave you this morning of things I
wanted you to do."

"Oh, that list. I'm still working on it."

She doesn't understand that when I have a list of
things she wants me to do, I have to meditate on that
list and really get into its vibe. She doesn't realize that it
takes me quite a while to get into a certain vibe when it
comes to things I need to do. I must admit that I never
get into some things' vibe.

The last time I did not procrastinate was August 14,
1971, when we stood before a minister who said, "Do
you promise..." And with a nervous stutter, I responded
immediately, "I do."

I think that was the first time I didn't procrastinate,
and I believe it was the last time. I’ll think about that
later.

It's hard for me to jump into a project and get it done.

Sure, I like completing a project, but it takes me a long
time to get to the end of it.

I learned years ago that procrastinating on certain
things and actually not doing them is a blessing. If I had
done what I was supposed to do, I probably would've
been in trouble.

Over the years, I have earned the title, Sir Procrasti-
nate-A-Lot.

Occasionally, The Gracious Mistress of the Parson-
age will ask, "Are you acting like a procrastinator?"

"No, my dear," I will say as calmly as possible, "I'm
not acting."

Even as a procrastinator, I'm the real thing. I'm not
lying; I'm just dragging my heels along the way.

I suppose that if I had cleaned up my procrastinating,
I could have accomplished twice as much in my life as I
have. But then, where would that have gotten me?

That is the difference between The Gracious Mistress
of the Parsonage and her marvelous husband. It took
me a few years to understand this difference. But once I
did, I was able to use it to my advantage.

If I asked The Gracious Mistress of the Parsonage to
do two things, she would jump to it and begin doing it
before I finished my sentence. Within a few moments,
those two things are accomplished.

If I asked her to do five things again, she would jump
up and do all five as fast as she could without even tak-
ing a break.

I think she is the most anti-procrastinator I have ever
known. She can never procrastinate; she always must
get everything done before the time. If she has 60 min-
utes to do something, she will do it in 50 minutes or
less.

In a marriage such as ours, we cannot both be pro-
crastinators. That is why I stepped up to the plate and
chose to be the procrastinator in our house. I've done a
great job of it all these years.

Of course, there is a cost that comes with procrastina-
tion. Solomon hit it on the head when he said, “Yet a lit-
tle sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to
sleep: So shall thy poverty come as one that travelleth;
and thy want as an armed man” (Proverbs 24:33-34).

As my father used to say, “You can’t kick a can down
the road forever. At some point you need to stop and
pick it up.”

My problem is I think I can do more than I can really
do. Maybe I should be more realistic and concentrate
on doing what I can do.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives in Ocala, FL with the Gra-
cious Mistress of the Parsonage. Telephone 1-352-
216-3025, e-mail jamessnyder51@gmail.com, website
www.jamessnyderministries.com

Fixing West Virginia’s Foster Care System:
From Blame to Solutions

By Mark Drennan, Vice President of the National
Youth Advocate Program

U.S. District Judge Goodwin’s recent statement about
West Virginia’s foster care system—calling out years of
inaction, bureaucratic indifference, shocking neglect,
and temporary fixes—is painfully accurate.

There is plenty of blame to go around. Blame, howev-
er, leads nowhere. Instead, we must focus on real solu-
tions, starting with a fundamental shift in our approach
to child welfare.

A System Built on the Wrong Incentives

Currently, the system seems to prioritize quantity
over quality. The more youth who enter the system and
the longer they remain, the more funding is generated.
We need to change the financial incentives to prioritize
outcomes—stability, permanency, and family reunifica-
tion—over numbers.

Since the goal should be to ensure safety and stabil-
ity for children, youth, and families as quickly and ef-
fectively as possible, we must shift funding models so
that positive outcomes are our measure of success. The
faster a child and their family reach stability, the greater
the reward should be so that our children, youth, and
families get what they want most and agencies are re-
warded as well.

Keeping Families Together

The best outcome for any child is to remain safely
with their family whenever possible. This does not mean
we should never remove a child or youth when safety
demands it—sometimes we must, and we should. But
the state, no matter how hard it tries, is a poor substitute
for primary families. The reality is that youth need and
crave connection to their communities and heritage.

We must focus on community-based care that keeps
families intact while giving parents the tools and skills
they need to be successful. Family preservation pro-
grams should be prioritized, ensuring parents receive
parenting support, substance use treatment, mental
health care, and economic assistance before a child or
youth is removed.

Strengthening Foster Care for Those Who Need It

When removal is necessary, we must ensure foster
parents are appropriately trained, supported, and sur-
rounded by a team of trauma-informed, caring profes-
sionals. These teams should include educators, thera-
pists, medical professionals, and behavioral specialists.
Foster parents should not have to navigate the challeng-
es of raising children and youth who have experienced
trauma alone.

To prevent disruptions, respite care must be an inte-
gral part of the system, allowing foster families to re-
charge while ensuring continuity of care for children
and youth.

We also need families willing to adopt youth whose
parental rights have been terminated. Finding safe and
stable homes for children and youth in need should be
a top priority.

For children and youth with the most complex needs,
higher level, community-based programming must be
made available. These programs should focus on heal-
ing and preparing youth and their families for a future
outside the system, whether through reunification, adop-
tion, or independent living.

Creating a Culture of Mentorship and Kinship Sup-
port

One of the most overlooked components of a strong
solution is mentorship between foster and biological
parents. We should encourage experienced foster par-
ents to mentor and support primary families. Building
relationships and sharing parenting skills can increase
the chances of successful reunification.

Another is kinship care—where children are placed
with relatives or fictive kin, like neighbors, teachers,
or coaches, rather than strangers. Kinship caregivers
often receive less financial and support services than
traditional foster parents, even though youth in kinship
placements experience better stability and outcomes.
We must continue to change this, providing better sup-
ports for kinship caregivers.

A Call to Action

West Virginia’s foster care crisis will not be solved
with more bureaucracy, blame, or the same failed strate-
gies. It will take bold action to fund outcomes over pro-
cesses, invest in families before removal, and support
foster parents and kin caregivers as true partners in child
welfare.

Judge Goodwin’s statement was not an exaggera-
tion—it was a wake-up call. Now, we must commit to
building a system that puts children, youth, and families
first.

Mark Drennan currently serves as a vice president for
the National Youth Advocate Program (NYAP). Before
joining NYAP, he held the position of CEO at the West
Virginia Behavioral Healthcare Providers Association
(WVBHPA), where he represented and advocated for
behavioral health providers.

About National Youth Advocate Program: Since
1978, National Youth Advocate Program (NYAP) has
provided culturally informed community-held services
to children and youth with specialized behavioral, de-
velopmental, emotional, and physical needs. NYAP
is a private, not-for-profit 501(c)(3) entity that sup-
ports child, youth, and family service organizations. It
has a strong reputation for delivering person-centered,
strengths-based, innovative services and treatment. Visit
www.nyap.org to learn more.
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THIS WEEK IN

West Virginia History

April 9, 1817: John Nut-
tall was born in England.
He was one of the first op-
erators to ship coal on the
Chesapeake & Ohio Rail-
way in the early 1870s and
founded the town of Nut-
tallburg in the New River
Gorge.

April 9, 1900: Physi-
cian Margaret Byrnside
“Dr. Maggie” Ballard was
born. She actively pursued
her interest in genealogy
and local history and was
a founder of the Monroe
County Historical Society.

April 10, 1848: John
Kenna was born in
Kanawha County. In
1883, the state legisla-
ture elected him to the
U.S. Senate, unseating the
powerful Henry G. Davis.

Kenna is one of two West
Virginians memorialized

by a statue in the U.S.
Capitol.

April 10, 1932: Enter-
tainer Blaze Starr was
born as Fanny Belle Flem-
ing in Wayne County. The
owner of a burlesque club
rechristened her “Blaze
Starr.” Her story was the
basis of the movie Blaze.

April 11, 1821: Con-
gressman Jacob Beeson
Blair was born in Park-
ersburg. Blair was the first
West Virginian to be told
by President Abraham
Lincoln of Lincoln’s sup-
port for making West Vir-
ginia a state.

April 11, 1847: Diarist
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Sirene Bunten was born
in French Creek, Upshur
County. As a teenager,
she kept a diary about her
daily activities, including
emotional accounts of life
on the West Virginia home
front during the Civil War.

April 11, 1909: Writer
Hubert Skidmore was
born at Laurel Mountain
in Webster County. In his
novels, Skidmore depicted
stoic endurance by moun-
tain people in the face of
misfortune and economic
exploitation by outside in-
terests.

April 11, 1940: Award-
winning artist Susan Pof-
fenbarger was born in
Charleston. Her work can
be found in many galler-
ies as well as in the IRS
National Computing Cen-
ter in Martinsburg and the
Federal Courthouse An-
nex in Wheeling. She died
in 2025.

April 11, 1964: Writer
Pinckney Benedict was
born in Lewisburg. His
two collections of short
stories, Town Smokes and
The Wrecking Yard, as
well as his novel Dogs of
God were named Notable

Books by the New York
Times Book Review.

April 12, 1865: The 36th
Virginia Infantry, known
as the Logan Wildcats,
disbanded. The Confeder-
ate company was created
at Logan Courthouse on
June 3, 1861, and consist-
ed of about 85 men. The
company saw its first ac-
tion in the Battle of Scary
Creek in Putnam County.

April 12, 1885: Photog-
rapher George James Kos-
suth was born. After open-
ing his Wheeling studio in
1909, he achieved broad
fame for his photos of the
city and insightful por-
traits of world celebrities,
including Richard Strauss,
Jascha Heifetz, Leopold
Stokowski, Clarence Dar-

Super Crossword

row and Richard Nixon.

April 13, 1873: Lawyer,
diplomat and 1924 Demo-
cratic candidate for presi-
dent John William Davis
was born in Clarksburg.
Davis argued 141 cases
before the U.S. Supreme
Court. His last case was
one of the most contro-
versial, when he argued
in 1952 to continue racial
segregation in South Car-
olina.

April 13,1951: Sculptor
Bill Hopen was born. The
Sutton artist’s works ap-

pear in government build-
ings, museums, churches,
and hospitals around West
Virginia, across the na-
tion, and abroad.

April 14, 1774: Sur-
veyors met at the mouth
of the Kanawha River to
establish military bounty
claims in Kentucky. They
became involved in sev-
eral skirmishes with In-
dians in the region. This
was the start of Dun-
more’s War, the name
given to the conflict in the
Ohio Valley in the spring
of 1774.

April 14, 1945: Twenty
people were killed when
a commercial airplane
on its way to Morgan-
town flew off course and
crashed into the side of
Cheat Mountain.

April 15, 1872: Peter
Godwin Van Winkle died
in Parkersburg. Van Win-
kle was a member of the
Governor’s Council of the
Reorganized Government
of Virginia, 1861-63, un-
der Gov. Francis Pier-
pont. On August 4, 1863,
Van Winkle was elected
as one of West Virginia’s
first two U.S. senators.
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